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The Awe of God
“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.”  Psalm 145:3

Summertime is my favorite time of year, perhaps due to fact I’m recovering from “rain fatigue” after 
another dark, wet Seattle winter. In the midst of sunshine and warmth, 
summertime is an opportunity to rediscover the awe of God’s creation in 
nature.  My recent reading has also rekindled my ‘awe’ of God.   

I’ve been reading Paul David Tripp’s book, “Dangerous Calling:  
Confronting the Unique Challenges of Pastoral Ministry.” It’s a 
personal, pastoral diagnostic book; written to help pastor’s take an honest 
look at ourselves in the heart, with the life-exposing mirror of the Word of 
God.  The purpose is to see things that are wrong and need correcting (the 
law), while also helping us place ourselves once again under the healing 
and transforming power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  It’s a book that has 
both convicted me of my sin of self-preservation and pride, while it also 
has brought the life giving strength and hope of the Gospel.   

Fellow pastors, see if you can relate to this thought from Pastor Tripp:  
“There will be times when there seems to be little fruit as the result of your labors and little hope of 
that changing anytime soon. There are times when you will think you have been betrayed and you 
feel alone. So it is vital that your discipline is rooted in something deeper than a horizontal 
assessment of how things are going. I am more and more persuaded in my own life that sturdy self-
discipline, the kind that is essential in pastoral ministry, is rooted in worship. It is the awesome glory 
of God’s existence, character, plan, presence, promises, and grace that gives me reason to work hard 
and not give up, no matter whether we are in a “good” season or one that is stormy.”  - pp. 123-4 

I pray this summer you’ll have opportunity this summer to pause from the busyness of ministry and 
reconnect with your awe of the Lord.  Psalm 145 has been nurturing my soul these past few weeks as 
I’m reminded of God’s sovereign goodness, grace, and mercy.  Parishioners:  take time this summer 
to write a note of appreciation to your pastor and pray for him!  Pastors are serving under a 
“dangerous calling” - but also a calling that the Lord desires to display His unlimited provision and 
power.  May this be a summer of rediscovering our ‘awe’ of God. 

With a Grateful Heart, 

Phil Heiser - Pacific Regional Pastor 

http://www.lbpacific.org
https://www.amazon.com/Dangerous-Calling-Paperback-Confronting-Challenges/dp/1433541378/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1499375680&sr=8-1&keywords=Dangerous+Calling
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Prayer and Praises around the Pacific Region…
 Praise for a fantastic week at the PNW Warm Beach Family Camp this past week (June 27 - 
July 2).  We enjoyed great teaching, preaching, fellowship and fun under the sun! 

  Prayer for a team of four women from the PR North who will be going to help Liz Christenson 
teach at an English camp in east Asia July 4-20. Please pray for Carrie Leingang (Kelso), 
Chrissy Gelmini (Seattle), and Sue Olson (Seattle) as they travel and serve.  

  Prayer for Pastor Jim Jensen (CCOJ, Sammamish) as he recuperates from knee replacement 
surgery last month. Pastor Jim has also announced his retirement from CCOJ, effective August 31. 
Pray for the Jensens and CCOJ as they enter this season of transition. 

  Pray for Pastor Brandon Pangman, his family, and Rock of Ages LBC in Seattle. Pastor 
Brandon has resigned as senior pastor so that his family could be closer to relatives. Pray for the 
Rock as they make adjustments to their pastoral staff and mission forward. 

  Pray for Rev. Dr. Daniel Berge and his family as they prepare to transition from Immanuel 
Lutheran in Eugene, to a full-time call at the Lutheran Brethren Seminary. Pray also for the 
transition work that needs to be done at Immanuel Lutheran as they seek another pastor to 
continue the renewal work there. 

  Praise for Calvary Community (Fullerton, CA). Current Associate Pastor Seth Leivestad has 
accepted the church’s call to serve as their next senior pastor. Pray for Calvary as they now enter a 
summer of ministry transition with Rev. Jim Erickson’s retirement at the end of July. 

  Prayer for Good Shepherd Ministries (Buda, TX, just south of Austin) as they continue the 
search for their next pastor.  

  Prayer for Maple Park Church (Lynnwood, WA) as they form their senior pastoral call 
committee and begin their search for their next long-term shepherd.  Pray for Transitional Pastor 
Greg (& Barbara) Pietz as they await the Lord’s next call on them later this fall/winter. 

Upcoming Events…
YC17 - July 26-30 / YMCA of the Rockies.  This is an incredible opportunity 
for youth to experience great discipleship, worship, and fellowship with other 
CLB youth around the country!  Please pray over all the youth groups traveling 
and the time shared together in Estes Park, CO.  www.yc17.org. 

  
Blog - I’ve started a weekly blog in order 
to share more thoughts, resources, and 
encouragement throughout the Pacific 
Region.  www.philheiser.com 

http://www.lbpacific.org
http://www.philheiser.com
http://www.philheiser.com
http://www.yc17.org
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PNW Warm Beach Bible Camp 2017 in pictures…  
(photos courtesy of Dianne George & Sarah Titterness)
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